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William F. Caton
Federal Communications
1919 M st., NW
Washington, DC 20554

Re:

Commission

General communication, Inc. ,~J
Ex Parte Report, CC Dockets 96-~ 96-262

Dear Mr. Caton:

General Communication, Inc. (GCI) hereby gives notice of an ex
parte contact. Kathy Shobert of GCI met with Jim Coltharp of
Commissioner Quello's office to discuss the attached and its
position in the above captioned proceedings.

Sincerely, 'I I, I ~...
i-~,

Kathy L Shobert
Directo , Federal Affairs

cc: Jim Coltharp
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INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS

Company

Fairbanks Munioipal utilities System

Telephone utilities of Alaska

Douglas
Eielson A.F.B.
Ft. Wainwright
Juneau/Lemon Creek
Sterling

Telephone utilities of the Northland

Delta Junction/Ft. Greely
Homer
Kenai
Kodiak
Nenana
Ninilchik
North Kenai
North Pole
Seldovia
Soldotna

Access Lines

32,351

26,718

1,298
2,139
3,029

10,872
9,380

40,982

1,675
5,787
5,837
6,942

371
606

2,055
8,484

320
8,905
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April 2. 1997

Alaska Public Utilities Commission
1016 West Sixth Avenue. Suite 400
Anchorage. AK 99501

Dear Commissioners:

Attached please find a copy ofour bona fide request. dated April 2. 1997, to
Fairbanks Municipal Utilities System \FMUSj, for interconnection services and
network elements. As you know, FMUS is classified as a "Rural Telephone
Company" under the ternu altha Telecommunications Act of1996. The request,
and this notice are presented under the terms of Sections 251 anc1252 ofthe Act.

Ifyou have any questions regarding this notice. please feel free to call me at 265­
5664. Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Mark R. Moderow

Attachment

2550 Denali Street. Suite 1000 • Anchorage. Alaska 99503--2781 • 907/265-5800



April 2 t 1997

Mr. Frank Bionclit General Manager
Fairbanks Municipal Utilities System
645 Fifth Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Re: Interconnection for IDeal Services

Dear Mr. Biondi:

This correspondence will. serve to request that Fairbanks Municipal Utilities
System CTMUS") becin cood faith necotiations towards wluntary qreem.ent for
interconneetioD, services and network elements nece&SUY for GCI Communication
Corp., ("GCIj to provide local telecommunications services in the Fairbanks area.
This letter constitutes a bona fide request fur such interconnection, services and
network elements under both the terms of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the
"~) and AS 42.05.311. To ascertain the final terms and network configurationBt it
will be necessary to negotiate wholesale prices for telecommunications ,emcee to be
resold at just and reasonable prices. and for other interconnection' and network
elements. In. order to facilitate the start of negotiations, this letter sets forth
necessary terms and conditions for resale intsrconnectioD and' network element
interconnection separately. .

RESALE INTERCONNECTION TERMS

Under the Aetl FMUS must otTer for resale at wholesale rates any
telecommunications service that it provides at retail to subQcribers who are not
telecommunications carriers. Such rates should be based upon retail rates, less any
portion attributable to marketing, billing. collection, overhead or other costs that
will be avoided by FMUS. GCI proposes that FMUS provide, for resale at wholesale
rates any telecommunications service that FMUS provides at retail to customers
who are not telecommunications carriers. including not only current tariffed services,

2550 Denali Street • Suite 1000 • Anchorage. Alaska 99503-2781 • 907/265·5600
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but also any promotional services offered for a period of more than 90 dayst
discounted services, fJgrandfathered" services still being provided. bundled service
offerinp and special contract services. GCI will agree not to resell residential
services to nomesidential end usets t nor to resell Lifeline or any other means-tested
service to end users not eligible to subscribe to such service offerings. Services
provided for resale shall be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions, and
provided within the same time interval; (i.e. provisioning. installation or .repair)
that FMUS providea these services to others, including end users.

UNBUNDLED NETWORK ELEMENT INTERCONNECTION

Under the Act, FMUS must alao provide, to requesting telecommunications carriers,
interconnection and unbundled access to network elementsI at anY' technically
feasible point, on rates t terms, and conditions that are just, reasonable and
nondiseriminatory. This must also include appropriate outage terms (such as
credits and restoral priorities) and other appropriate non-rate terms. In
combination with resale. discussed above, interconnection with acrs local facilities
and unbundled access to certain NUS network elements can serve to, allow the
provisioning by GCI of competitive local telecommunications services. The points
and types of interconnection and access, for which terms and pricing are requested,
include the following

Unbundled Loop Elements

Unbundled loops include any and aU elements that provide the connection, at all
levelst between the end user customer's premises and the central office subscriber
main distributing frame (or its equivalent) serving the end user. Unbundled loops
must be available to support Voice Grade subscriber services and semres such 88

ISDNt that require that facilities be free of intrusive devices such as load coils or
bridge taps.

1. Network Interfaa! Device: The device used to establish connection between 'the
end user's inside wiring and the unbundled loop element.

2. Loop: The physical facility connecting the Network Interface Device to the
central office subscriber main distributing frame (or its equivalent). In cases
where line conrentration equipment is used. such as Digital Loop Carrier (DLC)
architecture, the loop is considered to be the physical facility between the
Network Interface Device and the MDF at the central office (or its equivalent).
In cases where remote switching equipment is used, and frame space or
entrance facility are not constrained, the loop is considered to be the physical
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facilities between the Network Interface Device and the remote switching
facility MDF (or its equivalent).

Unbundled Switching Elements

Unbundled switchh,C includes any and all elements of a central office switch and/or
remote switching systems through which an end users loop is connected to a petwork
to create a desired communication path between the end user and another point
based on sianalso~tedby the end user.

1. Local Switchina: The hardware (trunk·side and Hne-side access) and software
necessary to create a desired commumc.ation path between the end user and
another point based on signals originated by the end UEler. Local Switching
includes all features, functions, and capabilities of the switch, which: include,
but are not limited to the basic switching function of connecting lines to lines,
lines to trunks, trunks to lines, and tr:unks to trunks, as well as the same basic
capabilities made available to the FMUS' customers, such as a telephone
number, white page listing, and dial tone and all other features that the switch
is capable of providing, including but not limited to, the provision of billing
information (end user and acce88), custom calling, custom local area aignaling
service features, and Centrex, as well as any technically feasible customized
routing functions provided by the switch.

2. Local Tandem Switching: The hardware and software necessary to connect a
central ofli.ce switch to another central office switch or to another point based on
routing instructions received by the local tandem switch. Local Tandem
Switehinr includes the basic sWitchin~function of connectine trunks to trunks
and all other functions that are centralized in tandem switches (as
distinguished from separate end-ofiice switches), including but not limited to
call recordingt the routing ofcalls to operator services, and signaling conversion
features.

Unbundled Transport Elements

Unbundled transport includes any and all physical facilities (dedicated or shared),
hardware and software used to connect central office switches, local tandem
switches, remote switches, and other networks in my combination required to
provide a requested service. Such connection shall include connection to equipment
designated by the requesting telecommunications carrier and the provision of
requested services shall include obtaining the functionality provided by digital
cross·connect systems and multiplexing systems in the same manner that the
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FMUS provides such functionality to interexchange carriers. Transport elements
inc1udet but are not limited to, rights-of-way, utilidors and utiliwalks, conduit, poles,
physical strand support, microwave dishes and towers, as well as all radio, fiber and
copper transport facilities. Such facilities may be "dark" or may include any
electronics employed. whether microwave, copper or fiber based, and employing any
multiplexing scheme or transmission protocol.

Collocation

GOI requests a discussion as to physical collocation of Gel equipment necessary for
interconnection or access to unbundled network elements within existing wire
centers. GCI requests discussion as to virtual collocation to any remaining FMUS
wire centers for interconnection and access to unbundled elements, where physical
collocation is not, for any reason, negotiated.

1. Physical Collocation: All necessary floor space, power, heating, air conditioning,
climate control, tire control, lighting, security, and saie, secure access to locate
equipment and facilities within central offices and wire centers, or remote
installations, such as remote switching systems, digital loop and subscriber loop
carriers, and fiber and other transport nodes, used to connect to facilities, or
hardware provided by an entity for itself or to facilities OJ' hardware provided by
the LEC in any combination. No restrictions may be placed OD the type or
manufacturer of equipment or facilities used so lone as the equipment or
facilities comply with FOC Rules and Regulations regarding the manufacture of
equipment and generally accepted industry standards.

2. Virtual Collocation: The ability to connect transmission facilities provided by
an entity to transmission facilities provided by the LEe at any point at which
the LEC interconnects transmission facUities. No restrictions may be placed on
the type or manufacturer of equipment' or facilities used in such interconnection
&0 lone as the equipment or facilities comply with FCC Rules and Regulations
regarding the manufacture of equipment and generally accepted industry
standards.

Unbundled Directory Assistance and Directory Listings

Unbundled directory assistance includes the necessary hardware. software,
information and databases to perform directot')· services, including the publication of
directories.
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1. Directory Platforms: The hardware and software used to provide directory
services. ~ss to the platform (if any) will be provided in such a way 80 as to
allow remote directory stations to be connected to the platfonn.

2. Directory Listinee and Databases: The directory listinp, as well as access to
databases with information on individual telephone numbers. including the
name. address. :Up code, city (or other location identifier) and the ability to .
search fur telephone numbers based an a Dame. address. or other location
identifier.

Unbundled Operations Support Systems

Unbundled operations support systems are each of the systems, including the
necessary hardware, software and databases. used in the ordering. proVisioning.
maintenance, teauna, billing, aDd updating oi network databases. As" discussed
below under quality of services. access to each of the operations support systems
shall be provided through the use of an electronic interface where possible. Each
operations support system must provide timely information the same as-the
information FMUS provides to itself. In all cases, FMUS should discus~ with QCI
the steps necessary to provide access to electronic databases on a dedicated port
basis, facilitating remote (off-site) access to said databases.

1. Ordering and Provisioning: The systems, databases, and procedures in which
the LEe establishes a request for service. including all features and functions,
assigns telephone numbers. schedules a date and time for installation (if access
to a location is required or if a service call is required to activate service). This
includes but is not limited to input to and appropriate retrieval of data from the
service order input system. plant assignment records and the service order
dispatch system. Where plant records are established and maintained in paper
format only, access to current editions of those records. on site or telephonically
by Gel, will also be provided on a routine and scheduled basis. Input
capabilities must be provided into other databases which establish directory
listings, populate IJDB, and update directory services databases upon
provisioning olthe end user's service. Input into databases to activate features
and functions ordered by the end user must also be provided to fully implement
the end user's service request.

2. Billing: The information recorded by the central office. adjunct processor. or
centralized recording devices relating to calls from or to an end user's loop.
Billing information shall be furnished on request and shall include all
information necessary to bill the end user for calls it is required to pay for and
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verify all information necessary to verify charges for services that GCI is
requir&d to pay for. FMUS will provide for the retrieval of data from the
database in which FMUS stores customer information used to generate a bill to
the end user based on the service and featW'es and functions ordered by the end
user. BillinC information used to generate a bill for or to GCI would include, but
not be limited to, data in the appropriate Automatic Message Accounting
(AM.'\.) records and the Carrier Access Billing System (CABS) databases.

·S. Maintenance: The systems, databases, and procedures in which FMUS
generates customer reported troubles, schedules appointments for work at end
user premises, and schedules repair actions. Where trouble tickets are still
trackedmanuallYJ access to those records regarding Gel end users should also
be provided. Access to appropriate data froxn databases which m0n?-tor and
report on the integrity of the FMUB network and can be used to info~end users
ofnetwork problems impacting the end user's ability to com.plete calls to specific
locations. Access to maintenance databases would include, but not be limited
to, access to the trouble dispatch system and any network monitoring and
trouble tracking systems. Where trouble tickets are still tracked .manually,
access to those records must also be provided.

4. Testing: The systems used by the LEO to isolate troubles and direct repair
operations. The systems used by the LEO to routinely test individual parts of
the network (loops, switches, transmission. and other functional parts of the
network) and report on the peri"onnance of these individual parts. This section
should be interpreted to require access to the systems, databases, and
procedures listed above under maintenance. Line and trunk testing for GCI
facilities shall be furnished on request, along with testing Cor any module or bay
housing GOI lines and trunks.

5. Quality of serviCe: Access to each of the operations support systems shall be
provided through the use of electronic interfaces. or if such interfaces are not
utilized by FMUS. then the best means practically available. Each operations
support system must provide timely information, the same as or better than
the information NUS provides to itself. In all cases, FMUS should discuss
with Gel the steps necessary to, as soon as possible, provide access to electronic
databases on a dedicated port basis, facilitating remote (off-site) access to said
databases. .

Support services provided relating to resale shall be equal in quality, 8ubject to
the same conditions, and provided within the same provisioning time intervals
that FMUS provides these services to others, including end users. Support
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services provided relating to unbundled network eleDlentB (ie. assiJ1UIlent,
iDstallation or repair) shall be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions,
and provided within the same provisioning time intervals that FMUS provides
these services to itself or others, includinC end users.

FMUS shoUld furnish to Gel comparative quality of se1'\l'ioe and network
performance data, reporting FMUS ve. CLEC performance (average installation
time, average outaps, ete.) the same as or better than the information data
that FMUS provides to itself.

NOTICE OF CHANGES

Whether competitive local services are provided by resale of telecomm~cations
services or through the use of facilities (interconnected and/or unbundl~), the Act
requires FMUS to provide reasonable notice to GCI of changes in the information
necessary for the provision of such services, as well as any of any other changes that

. would affect the interoperability of our respective facilities and networks. GCI
would propose that FMUS provide GCI with notice reearding any netwQrk change
that will affect Gcrs performance or ability to provide service or will affect FMUS'
interoperability with other service providers. Such notice shall be given to the
public, includinc GCI, pursuant to the ReCUlations contaiD.ecl at 47 C.F.R. 51.825·
335, and to GC1 individually at regularly scheduled meetings between designated
engineering representatives of the parties. FMUS shall give notice to GCl of its
initial election of methods under 47 C.F.R. 51.829(a) and of any changes in such
method. GCI also specifically requests pricing of any, and all systems training
m.aterials and support necessary to implement any such changes as part of suoh.
notice.

NUMBER PORTABILITYJDIALlNG PARITY

Under the Act, NUS must provide number portability to subscribers and dialing
parity to competing proViders of local telecommunications services. In the event
that these cannot be provided with existing software, GOI would propose that
number portability, and dia1iDe parity for 0+. 0-, 411, 555-1212, 844 ete. t be
instituted on an interim basis.

1. Number Portability: Proper implementation of Number Portability awaits
industry consensus and is dependent on deployment of a Service Control Point­
based Advanced Intelligent Network. Until such an industry plan for
implementing local number portability is developed, and a network supporting
such a plan is available at FMUS, Gel would propose implementing number
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portability through the establishment 0' its own dedicated NXXs in each Wire
Center, aDd the use of a Direct Inward Dialing-type solution, to support retention
ofexisting numbers by current !'MUS customers migrating to GCI. upon entry by
Gel into local competition in FMUS service areas.

2. Dialin.g Parity: cDialinC paritY means that a person that is not an aftiliate of a
local exchange carrier is able to provide telecommunications services in such a
manner that customers have the ability to route automatically, without the use
ofany access code, their telecommunications to the telecommunications services
provider of the customer's designation from amonr two or more
telecommunications services providers (incluc1ing such local exchange carrier.)
Gel anticipates that FMUS' current capabilities can accommodate the provision
ofdialinr parity.

RIGHTS-OF-WAY

ID addition to the collocation described above, FMUS shall provide GCI with non­
d.iscriminatory access to any pole, duct, conduit. utilidorslwalk or rilb;ts-of -way
(including fee properiy) owned or controlled by it. Non-discriminatory access shall
include any use to which mus puts such facilities or property, including the
placement of equipment. including remote terminals, on property owned or
controlled by FMUS. In order to facilitate negotiations and finalize facilities plans.
it is necessary that GCI be provided adequate information reprcting the placement
and fill as to these facilities, especially as they relate to the interconnection and
access points referenced above.

RECIPROCAL COMPENSATION

Finally, FMUS and OCl must negotiate and establish reciprocal compensation
arrangements fOr the transport and termination of telecommuni~tion traffic
between the networks. Thi6 reciprocal compensation arrangement must be just and
reasonable, such that the terms and conditions provide for the mutual and reciprocal
recovery of costs associated with the transport and termination on the respective
facilities of calls originating on the facilities of the other. Further, the terms and
conditions must be based upon a reasonable approximation of the additional costs
of terminating such calls. GCl would propose that this reciprocal recovery be
initially provided by a "bill-and-keep" arrangement as to any facilities affected,
pending final network configuration.
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Pursuant to the Act, a ropy of this request is being furnished to the Alaska Public
Utilities Commission. We look forward to your timely response to this request and
the start or negotiations.

Gel COMMUNICATION, CORP.

.

BY.~
Its: Corporate Counsel

a: APUC
1016 West Sixth Avenue, Suite 400
Anchorage,AK 99501



April 2. 1997

A1a&ka Public Utilities Commission
1016 West Sixth Avenue, Suite 400
Anchorage, AX 99501

Dear Commissioners:

I

Attached please find a copy ofour bona fide request, dated April 2. 1997. to
Telephone Utilities ofAlaska, Inc., d/b/a PTI Telecommunications \TUA-}. for
interconnection services and network elements. As you know. TUA is clB.saiiied as a
"Rural Telephone CompanY' \D1der the terms ofthe Te1ecommunicatioIU Act or
1996. The request, and this notice are presented under the term8 of Sections 251
and 252 althe Act.

Ifyou have any questions !'eluding this notiee, please feel free to call me at 265­
5664. Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely.

Mark R. Moderow

Attachment

2550 DenaD Street • Suite 1000 • Anohorage, Alaska 99603-2781 • 907/265-5800
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April2 t 1997

Mr. John Erickson
Vice President, Alaska Operations
Telephone Utilities ofAlaslt, Inc.
d/b/al PTI Telecommunications
3940 Arctic Boulevard
Anchorage. AK 99lS03

Be: Inte:r:conn.ection for Local Services

Dear Mr. Erickson:

This correspondence will serve to request that Telephone Utilities of Alaska, me.
r'TUA") begin good faith negotiations towards voluntary acreement tOr
interconnection. services and Mtwork elements necessary for GC1 Communication
Coxp., ("GCIj to provide local teleQOmmunications services in the entire study areas
encompa88iD( Douglas, Eielson A.F.B., Ft. Wainwright. JUDeau, Sterling. and Lemon
Creek. This letter constitutes a bona fide request for such interconnection, services
and network elements under both the terms of the Telecommunications Act of 1996
(the CIAct") and AS 42.00.311. To ascertain the final temis and network
configuration$, it will be necessary to negotiate wholesale prices fur
telecommunications services to be resold at just and reasonable priees, and for other
interconnection and network elements. In order to facilitate the· start of
negotiations, this letter sets forth necessary terms and conditions for resale
interconnection and network element interconnection separately.

RESALE INTERCONNECTION TERMS

Under the M TUA must offer for resale at wholesale rates any
telecommunications service that it provides at retail to subscribers who are not
telecommunications carriers. Such rates should be based upon retail rates, less any
portion attributable to marketing, billing, collection. overhead or other costs that
will be avoided by TUA Gel proposes that TUA provide, for resale at wholesale

2550 DenaJi Street • SUite 1000 • Anchorage, Alaska QQ503-2781 • 907/265-5600



Mr. Job Erick.ton
April 2, 1997
Pap!

rates, any telecommunications service that TUA provides at retail to customers who
are not teleoommUDications carriers. including not only current tariffed services, but
also any promotional services o1fered fino a period of more than 90 days, discounted
services. "grandlathered" services still heine provided, bundled service offerinp and
special contract services. GC1 will agree not to resell residential services to
nonresidential end users, nor to resell Lifeline or any other means·tested service to
end users not eligible to subscribe to such service offerings. Service.. provided for
resale shall be equal in quality, subject to the same oonditions, and provided within
the same time intervals (ie. provisioning, installation or repair) that TUA provides
these services to others, including end users.

UNBUNDLED NE'lWORK ELEMENT INTERCONNECTION-
Under the Act, TUA must also provide, to requesting telecommunication~carrierG,
interoonnection and unbundled access to network elements, at any technically
feasible point, on rates, terms, and conditions that are just, reasonable and
nondiscriminatory. This must also include appropriate outage terms (such as
credits and restoral priorities) and other appropriate DOn-rate teJ'lD,s. In
combination with resale, discussed above, interconnection with Gel's local facilities
and unbundled acce88 to certain TUA network elements can serve to allow the
pl'OvisioninC by GC1 of competitive local telecommunications services. The points
and types of interconnection and access, for which terms and pricing are requested,
include the following:

Unbundled Loop Elements

Unbundled loops include any and all elements that provide the OODDectiOn, at all
levels, between the end user customer's premises and the central o:ftice subscriber
main distributing frame (or its equivalent) serving the end user. Unbundled loops
must be available to support Voice Grade subscriber services and services such as

. ISDN, that require that facilities be free of intrusive devices such as load coils or
bridge taps.

1. Network Interface Device: The device used to establish connection between the
end userts inside wiring and the unbundled loop element.

2. Loop~ The physical facility connecting the Network Interface Device to the
central 01&& subscriber main distributing frame (or its equivalent). In cases
where line concentration equipment is used. such as Digital Loop Carrier (DLC)
8l'Chitecture, the loop is considered to be the physical facility between the
Network Interface Device and the MDF at the central office (or its equivalent).
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In cases where remote switching equipment is used. and frame space or
entl'aDce facility are not constrainedt the loop is coDsidered to be the physical
facilities between the Network Interface Device and the remote switching
facility MDF (01' it. eQ.uivalent).

Unq~d-switching elements

Unbundled switching includes any and all elements of a central of6ce switch and/or
remote switcbinC8Ystems through which an end user's loop is connected to a network
to create a desired communication path between the end user and another point
based on signals originated by the end user.

1. Local SwitchiDg: The hardware (trunk-side and J.ine.side access) and ~ftware

necessary to create a desired commUDication path between the en4 user and
another point based on signals originated by the end user. Local Switching
includes all featUleS, functions, and capabilities of the switch, which include,
but are not limited to the basic switching function of connecting lines to lines,
lines to trunks, trunks to lines, and trunks to trunks, as well as the SJlD1e basic
capabilities made available to the TUA's customers, such as a telephone
number, white pace listin" and dial tone and all other features that the switch
is capable of providing, includinc but not limited to, the provision of billing
information (end user and access), custom ca11ing, custom local area signaling
service features, and Centrex, as wen as any technjcally feasibJ..e customized
routing functions provided by the switch.

2. Local Tandem Switc~ The hardware and softwam necessary to connect a
central ottice switch to another central office switch or to another point based on
routing instructioDs received by the local tandem switch. Local Tandem
Switchine includes the basic switching function of connecting trunks to trunks
and all other functions that are centralized iD tandem switches (as
distinguished from separate end..of6.ce switches). including but AOt limited to
call recording. the routing of calla to operator services. and signaling conversion
features.

ynbundled Transport Elements

Unbundled transport includes any and all physical facilities (dedicated or shared),
hardware and software used to connect central office switches, local tandem
switches, remote switches, and other networks in any combination required to
provide a requested service. Such connection shall include connection to equipment
designated by the requesting telecommunications carrier and the provision of
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requested service& shall include obtaining the functionality provided by dicital
cross-eonnect systems and multiplexing systems in the same manner that the TUA
provides such functionality to interexcha.nge carriers. Transport elements include,
but are not limited to, rights--of-way, utilidors and utiliwalks, conduit, poles,
physical strand support, microwave dishes and towers, as well as all radio, fiber and
copper transport facilities. Such facilities may be "dark" or may include any
electronics employed. whether microwave, copper or fiber based, and. employing any
multiplexing scheme or transmission protocol.

COllocation

GCI requests a discussion as to physical collocation of GOl equipment necessary for
interconnection or access to unbundled network elements within existing wire
centers. Gel requests discussion as to virtual collocation to any reznaining TUA
wire centers for interconnection and access to unbundled elements, where physical
collocation is not, for any reason, negotiated.

1. Physical Collocation: All necessary floor space, power, heating, air co21ditioDing,
climate oontrol, fire control, lighting, security, and safe, secure access to locate
equipment and facilities within central offices and wire centers, or remote
installations, such as remote switching systems, digita1loop and subscriber loop
camers, and fiber and other transport nodes, used to connect to facilities, or
hardware pl'Ovided by an entity for itselfor to facilities or hardware provided by
the LEe in any combination. No restrictions may be placed on the type or
manufacturer of equipment or facilities used so long as the equipment or
facilities comply with FCC Rules and Regulations regarding the manufacture of
equipment and eenerally accepted industry standards.

2. Virtual Collocation: The ability to connect transmission facilities provided by
an entity to transmission facilities provided by tht LEC at any point at which
the LEe interconnects transmission facilities. No restrictions may be placed an
the type or manufacturer of equipment or facilities used -in such interconnection
80 long as the equipment or facilities comply with FCC Rules and Rerulations
regarding the manufacture of equipment and generally accepted industry
standards.

Unbundled Directory Assistance and Directory Listings

Unbundled directory assistance includes the necessary hardware, software,
information and databases to perform directory services, including the publication of
directories.
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1. Directory Platforms: The hardware and software uaed to provide directory
services. Acceas to the platform (if any) will be provided in such a way so as to
allow remote directory stations tD be connected to t~e platform.

2. Di:rectory~ and Databases: The directory listinp, as well as a.:cess to
databases with information on individual telephone numbers, including the
name, address, zip code, city (or other location identifier) and the ability to
search for telephone numbers based on a name, address, or other location
identifier.

Unbundled Operations Support Systems

Unbundled operations support systems are each of the systems, including the
necessary hardware, softw8.l'8 and databases, used in the ordering, provisioning,
maintenance, testing, bi1l.inc, and updatinC of network databases. As discussed
below under quality of services, access to each of the operations .uppo~ system.
shall be provided through the use of an electronic interface where possible. Each
operations support system. must provide timely intonnation the same a&-the
information TUA provides to itself. In all caaes, TUA should discuss with GCI the
steps necessary to provide access to electronic databases on a dedicated port basis,
facilitating remote (off-site) access to said databases.

1. Orderine and Provisioning: The systems, databases. and procedures in which
the LEe establishes a request b: service, inclucliq all features and tanctiODSt

assigns telephone numbers, schedules a date and time for ~tallation (if access
to a location is required or if a service call is requiJed to aetivate service). This
includes but is not limited to input to and appropriate retrieval ofdata from the
service order input aystem. plant assignment records and· the service order
dispatch system. Where plant records are established and maintained in paper
format only, access to current editions of those records, on site or telephonically
by GOl, will also be provided on a routine and scheduled basis. Input
capabilities must be provided into ·other databases wlUcb. establish directory
listings, populate IJDBt and update directory services databases upon
provisioning of the end user's service. Input into databases to activate features
and functiol18 ordered by the end user must also be provided to fully implement
the end userts service request.

2. Billing: The information recorded by the central office, adjunct processOl\ or
centralized recordinC devices relating to calls from or to an end user's loop.
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Bil.liDg information shall be furnished on request and shall include all
information DeCe&&aJ'Y to bill the end ueer for calls it is required to pay for and
veri(y all information Decessary to verify chupa :fbI' services that QCI is
reQ.uired to pay fur. TUA will provide for the retrieval of data from the database
in which TUA store. customer information used to generate a bill to the end
user based on the service and feat.ures and functions ordered by the end user.
Billinc information used to generate a bill for or to GCI would include, but'not
be limited to, data in the a~propriate Automatic Message Accounting (AMA)
records and the Carrier Access Billing System (CABS) databases.

3. Maintenance: The systems, datab8Jjaes. and procedures in which TUA generates
customer reported troubles, schedules appointm.ents for work at end user
premises, and schedules repair actions. Where trouble tickets are still tracked
manually, access to those records regarding OCI end users &houl~ also be
provided. Access to appropriate data from databases wbicb. monitor and report
on the integrity of the TUA network and can be used to inform end users of
network problems impacting the end user's ability to complete calls to specific
locations. Access to maintenance databases would include. but not 1)e limited
to. access to the trouble dispatch system and any network monitoring and
trouble tracking systems. Where trouble tickets are still tracked'manually,
access to those records must also be prOvided.

4. Testing: The systems used by the LEe to iSolate trouble. and direct repair
operations. The systems used by the LEe to routinely test individual parts of
the network (loops. switches, transmission, and other functional parts of the
network.) and report on the performance of these indindual parts. This section
should be interpreted to require access to the systeinS, databases. and
procedurea listed above under mainteDAnce. Line and trunk testing for GCI
facilities shall be furnished on request, along with testing for any module or bay
housine GCI lines and trunks. .

5. Quality or service: Access to each of the operations support systems shall be '
provided through the use of electronic interfaces. or if such interfaces are not
utilized by TUA, then' the best means practically available. Each operations
support system must provide timely information. the same as or better than
the information TVA provides to itself. In aU cases, TVA shoUld discuss with
GCI the steps necessary to. as $OOQ as possible, provide access to electronic
databases on a dedicated port basis, facilitating remote (oft-site) access to said
databases.
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Support services provided relating to resale shall be equal in quality, subject to
the same conditions, and provided within the same provisioning time intervale
that TUA provides these services to others, including end users. Support
services provided relating to unbundled network elements (ie. a8aip.ment,
installation or repair) shall be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions.
and provided within the same provisioning time intervals that TUA pl'Ov.ides
these services to itself or others. including end usen.

TUA should' furnish to GC1 comparative quality of service and network
performance data. reporting TUA Va. CLEO performance (average installation
time. average outages. etc.) the same as or better than the information data
that TUA provides to itself.

NOTICE OF CHANGES

Whether competitive local services are provided by resale of te1eoomJnunications
services or through the use of facilities (interconnected and/or unbundled). the Act
requires TUA to provide reasonable notice to GCI of changes in the itaformation
uecessary tor the provision ofsuch services, as well as any of any other chanps that
would. affect the interoperability of our respective facilities and networks. Gel
would propose that TUA provide GOI with notice regarding any network change that
will aifect acrs performance or ability to provide service or will affect TUA's
interoperability with other service providers. Such notice shall be given to the
public. including 00, pursuant to the Rsgulations contained at 47 C.F.R. 51.325­
335, and to GCI individually at regularly scheduled meetings between designated
engineerinl representatives of the parties. TVA shall pve notice to Gel ofits initial
election of methods under 47 C.r.R. 31.329(a) and of any chanees in such method.
OCI also specifically requests pricing orany, and all systems training materials and
support neceB88.l'Y to implement any such <:haups as part of such notice.

NUMBER POBTABILITYIDIALING PARITY

Under the Act, TUA must provide number portability to subscribers and dialing
parity to competing providers of local telecommunications services. In the event
that these cannot be provided with existing software, GCI would propose that
number portability, and dialing parity ror 0+. 0., 411. 555.1212. 844 ete.• be
instituted on an interim basis.

1. Number Portability: Proper implementation of Number Portability awaits
industry consensus and is dependent on deployment of a Service Control Point­
based Advanced Intelligent Network. Until such an industry plan fur
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implementing local number portability is developed, and a network supporting
such a plan is available at TUA, GCI would propose implementing number
portability through the establishment of its own dedicated NXX8 in each Wire
Center, and the use ofa Direct Inward Dialing-type solution. to support retention
orexistinl numbers by current TUA customers migratinC to Gel, upon entry by
GOI into local competition in TUA service areas.

.
. 2. Dialing Parity: 'Dialing parity' meana that a person that is not an 8£51;ate of a

local exchange carrier is able to provide telecommunications services in such a
manner that customers have the ability to route automatically, without the use
of any access code, their telecommunications to the telecommunications services
provider of the .customer's designation from among two or more
telecommunications services providers (mcluding such local exchange 98rrier.)
Gel anticipates that TVA's current capabilities can accommodate the.provision
ofdialin, parity.

RIGBTS:QF-WAY
.

In addition to the collocation described above, TUA shall pl'OVide GCI with non­
discriminatory access to any pole, duct, conduit, utilidorslwalk or righta-ot -way
(including fee property) owned or controlled by it. Non-discriminatory access shall
include any U$e to which TUA puts such facilities or property. including the
placement of equipment, including remote terminals, on property owned or
controlled by TUA. In order to facilitate negotiations and finalize facilities plans, it
is necessary that OCI be provided adequate information recardinl the placement
and fill 8S to these facilities, especially as they relate to the interconnection and
acoe$S points referenced above. .

REQJPROCAL COMPENSATIOli

Finally, TUA and OCl must negotiate and establish :reciprocal compensation
arraneements far the transport and termination ot te1eCQmmunication traflic
between the networks. This reciprocal compensation arrangement must be just and
reasonable, such that the terms and conditions provide for the mutual and reciprocal
recovery of costs associated with the transport and termination on the respective
facilities of calls originating on the facilities of the other. Further. the terms and
conditions must be based upon a reasonable approximation of ihe additional costs
of terminating such calls. GCI would propose that this reciprocal recovery be
initially provided by a ·'bill.and-keep" arrangement as to any facilities affected,
pending final network configuration.
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PUJ'8UADt to the~ a copy of this request is being furnished to the Alaska Public
Utilities Com.miasion. We look forward to your timely response to this request and
the start ofnegotiationa.

OCI COMMUNICATION, CORP.

cc: APUC
1016 W.t Sixth Avenue, Suite 400
Anchorage,.AX 99501

By:

Its:

.

fll~
Mark R. Mod-erow
Corporate Counsel
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April 2. 1997

Alaska Public Utilities Commission
1016 West Sixth Avenue, Suite 400
~ehorage.).U{ 99501

Dear Commissioners;

Attached please find a copy ofour bona fide request. dated April 2. 1997. to
Telephone Utilities of the Northland, Inc., d/b/a PTI TelecoaunUDications (¥TUNIj.
for interconnection services and network elementa. As you know, TUN! is classified
84 a "Rural Telephone Company" under the terms olthe Telecommunications Act of
1996. The request. and this notice are presented under the terms of Sections 251
and 252 ofthe Act.

Ifyou have any questions re~ardingthis notice, please feel free to call me at 265­
5664. Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Mark R. Moderow

Attachment

2550 CanaD Street. SUite 1000 • Anchorage. Alaska 99503-2781 • 907/266-6800



April 2. 1997

Mr. John Erickson
Vice President. Alaska Ope~ation8

Telephone Utilities ofthe Northland, Inc.
d/b/a! PTl Telecommunications
3940 Arctic Boulevard
Anchorage, AK 99503

Re: Interconnection for Local Services

DearMr. Erickson:

This correspondence will serve' to request that Telephone Utilities of the Northland,
Inc. ("TUNI") begin good faith nel0tiatioDS towards voluntary agreement ibr
interconnection, services and Detwork elements necessary for GCI Communication
Corp.• \GCl") to provide local teleoommunications services in the entire study areas
encompassing Delta Junction. Fort Greely. Homer, Kenai. Kodiak. Kodiak. Coast
Guard, Nenana. Ninilchik. North Kenai, North Pole, Seldovia, and Soldotna. This
letter constitutes a bona fide request for such interconnection, services and network
elements under both the terms of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the "Aer-)
and AS 42.05.311. To ascertain the final terms and network configurations, it will
be necessary to negotiate wholesale prices for telecommunications services to be
resold at just ~d reasonable prices, and for other interconnection and network
elements. In order to facilitate the start of negotiations, this letter sets forth
necessary terms and conditions for resale interconnection and network element
interconnection separately.

RESALE INTERCONNECTION TERMS

Under the Act, TUN! must offer for resale at wholesale rates any
telecommunications service that it provides at retail to subscribers who are Dot
telecommunications carriers. Such rates should be based upon retail rates. less any
portion attributable to marketing, billing, collection, overhead or other costs that

2550 Oanan Street. Suite 1000 • Anchorage, Alaska 99503-2781 • 907/265-6600
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will be avoided by TONI. OCl proposes that TUN! provide, for resale at wholesale
rates, any telecommunications service that TUN! provides at retail to customers
who are not telecommunications carriers, including not only current tariffed services,
but also aDY promotional services o&red for a period of more than 90 days,
discounted services, tlgrandfathered- services still beinr provided, bundled service
off'arings and special contract servicea. GCI will agree not to resell residential
services to nonresidential end users, nor to resell Lifeline or any other means~testad .
service to end users not eligible to subscribe to such service offerings. Services
provided for resale shall be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions, and
provided within the same time interVals (i.e. provisioning, installation or repair)
that TUN! provides these services to others, including end users.

UNBUNDLED NE1WQRK ELEMENT INTERCONNECTION

Under the Act, TUN! must also provide, to requesting telecommunications carriers,
interconnection and unbundled access to network elements, at any technically
feasible point, on rates, terms, and conditions that are just, reasonable and
nondiscriminatory. This must also include appropriate outage terms, (such as
credits and restoral priorities) and other appropriate non-rate tenns. In
combination with resale, discussed above. interconnection with GCt's local facilities
and unbundled access to certain TUNI network elements can serve to allow the
provisioning by GCI of competitive local telecommunications services. The points
and types of interconnection and access, for which terms and pricing are requested,
include the following:

Unbundled Loop Elements

Unbundl~d loops include any and all elements that provide the connection, at all
levels, between the end user customer's premises and the central office subscriber
main distributing frame (or its equivalent) serving the end user. Unbundled loops
must be available to support Voice Grade subscriber services and services such as
ISDN. that require that facilities be free of intrusive devices such as load coils or·
bridge taps.

1. Network Interface Device: The device used to establish connection between the
end user's inside wiring and the unbundled loop element.

2. loop: The physical facility connecting the Network Interface Device to the
central office subscriber main distributing frame (or its equivalent). In cases
where line concentration equipment is used, such as Digital Loop Carrier (DLe)
architecture, the loop is considered to be the physical facility between the


